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Tens of Thousands Help Clean Up the Coast 
on 31st Annual California Coastal Cleanup Day 

 
Presented by the California Coastal Commission 

 
Results with 90% of cleanup sites reporting 

 
(San Francisco) Californians turned out by the tens of thousands to clean up beaches and inland waterways at the 31st 
Annual California Coastal Cleanup Day, the state’s largest volunteer event. Volunteers at nearly 900 sites in 54 counties 
across the state picked up hundreds of tons of trash during this morning’s three-hour event. Cleanups took place at 
beaches, creeks, rivers, and lakes from Mexico to the Oregon border. The annual California event is part of the 
International Coastal Cleanup organized by Ocean Conservancy. 
 

With 90% of the cleanup sites reporting, 
 

the statewide count stands at 63,645 volunteers. 
 

Those volunteers picked up 930,623 pounds of trash 
and an additional 79,679 pounds of recyclable materials, 

for a total of 1,010,302 pounds or 505 tons.  
 
“The volunteer showing today was absolutely incredible,” said Eben Schwartz, marine debris program manager for the 
California Coastal Commission. “Californians embraced our call to action and turned out to beaches and inland 
waterways across the state to help remove trash before El Niño begins. Once the rains come, all of the exposed debris 
will wash out to our ocean, so it was critical that we made a huge effort today to ensure that our coast and ocean, and 
all the wildlife that calls these magnificent places home, are protected.” 
 
Data from past cleanups indicate that most debris on beaches and shorelines is made up of “single-use” disposable 
plastic items including wrappers, cups, straws, bags, and cigarette butts that originate on land and travel through storm 
drains, creeks, or rivers to the ocean. This trash harms habitat and wildlife immensely, causing fatality through 
entanglement and ingestion. The California Coastal Commission and organizers around the state are committed to 
stopping trash where it starts, before it has a chance to harm our marine wildlife and ecosystems.  
 
Everyday debris and plastic items weren’t the only things found on during the cleanup. Volunteers also picked up a 
number of unusual items during this year’s cleanup. The winners of the 2015 Most Unusual Item contest are: 
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• Coastal California: A volunteer in San Diego found a radio that they had lost at that same cleanup location 
three years ago. 

• Inland California: A volunteer at the Berkeley Marina found a voodoo doll with a match stuck into its 
stomach (picture available).  

 
The Coastal Commission also continued its “BYO” effort to reduce the environmental footprint of the Cleanup. The 
Commission asked volunteers to bring their own reusable bag or bucket and reusable gloves to the event, rather than 
using the single-use disposable plastic items available at every site. Thanks to this effort, the Commission was able to 
order almost 150,000 fewer trash bags over the past three years than it otherwise would have. Early reports indicate 
that the popularity of the effort is growing. The latest reports show that 7,269 volunteers brought at least one reusable 
item from home for use during this year’s Cleanup.   
 
First-time partner Orchard Supply Hardware helped the BYO effort immensely by donating buckets wherever possible 
and running a week-long sale of buckets leading up to Coastal Cleanup Day. Along with Rubio’s donating coupons for 
free tacos to every volunteer, Crystal Geyser Natural Alpine Spring Water donating water across the state, and other 
long-time partners like Oracle lending funding and volunteer support, the Cleanup program’s strong team of corporate 
partners helped make the event a huge success. 
 
The Coastal Commission asks that volunteers complete a post-cleanup survey at www.coast4u.org to let us know how 
the event went for you. And those who want to continue the fun can check out the hundreds of upcoming coastal events 
posted on the Coastal Commission’s COASTWEEKS on-line calendar.  COASTWEEKS is a three-week celebration of our 
coastal resources that begins after Coastal Cleanup Day, and takes place all over California and across the United States. 
  

California Coastal Cleanup Day is presented by the California Coastal Commission with lead sponsorship 
from Crystal Geyser Natural Alpine Spring Water by CG Roxane. Additional support comes from the 
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration, California Office of Emergency Services, 
Oracle, Rubio’s, Orchard Supply Hardware, Union Bank, the Whale Tail© Specialty License Plate, and 
See’s Candies. 2015 artwork was created and donated by Mark Liebowitz Pictures, Radley Studios, LA, 
and BBDO SF. 

 
This year's event is presented by the Coastal Commission, the California State Parks Foundation, and the 
Ocean Conservancy. The cleanup is made possible by the hard work of countless local non-profits and 
government agencies throughout the state and tens of thousands of volunteers annually. 

 
The commission is committed to protecting and enhancing California’s coast and ocean for present and 
future generations. It does so through careful planning and regulation of environmentally-sustainable 
development, strong public participation, education, and effective intergovernmental coordination. The 
Coastal Cleanup Day is part of its effort to raise public awareness of marine and coastal resources and 
promote coastal stewardship. 
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http://www.coast4u.org/
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/coastweeks/
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/ccd/ccd.html
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/index.html
http://www.crystalgeyserasw.com/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/
https://www.oracle.com/corporate/citizenship/corp-giving/index.html
http://www.rubios.com/
http://www.osh.com/
https://www.unionbank.com/index.jsp
http://www.ecoplates.com/
http://www.sees.com/
http://www.leibowitzpictures.com/homepage/
http://www.radleystudios.tv/
http://bbdosf.com/#!/home
http://www.calparks.org/
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/
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