
CCA #84   Coyote Creek (Santa Clara County) 

DESCRIPTION  
Sixteen major creeks drain this 322-square-mile watershed. The county's largest 
watershed, it extends from the urbanized valley floor upward to the vast natural 
areas of the Mt. Hamilton range. The watershed’s main waterway, Coyote Creek, 
is the longest creek in the county.  The watershed is home to over 1,000,000 
people and provides aquatic and riparian habitat for plants and animals, including 
threatened or endangered species such as the California red-legged frog, bank 
swallow, steelhead, and Chinook salmon.  
Approximately 77 miles of creek channels along the valley floor have been 
modified due to need for flood protection with the edition of earthen levees or 
concrete and rock lined channels, which provide limited habitat. Development also 
limits the natural meandering of the streams, which impacts riparian, aquatic and 
wildlife habitats. A watershed management approach is being used to promote 
projects that provide flood protection and protect natural resources. A Stream 
Stewardship Plan was developed, and more recent projects incorporate a wide 
range of goals such as aquatic and riparian habitat restoration and public access.  

Coyote Creek Lagoon at Don 
Edwards SF Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge-Fremont 

(Photo courtesy Bay Trail Virtual Tour 
http://baytrail.abag.ca.gov/vtour). 

 

 

REASON FOR CCA IDENTIFICATION    
Coyote Creek is a 2002 303(d)-listed impaired waterbody that is adjacent to a Wildlife Refuge (Don Edwards San 
Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge). 
 

POLLUTED RUNOFF CONDITIONS 
Top 5 Runoff Pollutants of Concern  

2002 303(d)-Listed 
Pollutants  

TMDL Priority 
(& Proposed 
Completion) 

Other Pollutants of Concern
 

Efforts to 
Address 

Pollutants 
(See next page) 

Selected Coastal Waterbodies Diazinon ? ? ? ?  
Coyote Creek ▲ ▲ 

High  
(2004) 

     

Penitencia Creek  ■        
 Potential Sources of Pollutants in Coastal Waterbodies  

Agriculture       
Forestry (Silviculture)       
Urban Areas      a 
¾ Urban Runoff/ Storm 

Sewers 
▲     a 

Marinas & Boating       
Hydromodification ▲     a 
Wetlands & Riparian Areas      a 
 

California’s Critical Coastal Areas State of the CCAs Report 
 June 5, 2006  

http://baytrail.abag.ca.gov/vtour


Coyote Creek (Santa Clara County) CCA 
 

California’s Critical Coastal Areas State of the CCAs Report 
 June 5, 2006  

2

MAJOR EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT NPS MANAGEMENT MEASURES 
a) Santa Clara Valley Water District http://www.valleywater.org/Wat

er/Watersheds_-
_streams_and_floods/Watershed
_info_&_projects/Coyote/index.
shtm

  (408) 265-2600 pio@valleywater.org 
¾ Flood protection projects, stream maintenance projects, Adopt-A-Creek program, tidal restoration and invasive species removal 

programs, sediment source reduction, erosion control; Coyote Watershed Stream Stewardship Plan (2002). 
 

REGULATORY/PLANNING JURISDICTIONS 
¾ City of San Jose, Dept of 

Planning, Building & Code 
Enforcement 

http://www.ci.san-
jose.ca.us/planning/sj

plan/services.htm

Akoni 
Danielsen 

(408) 
277-8535 

Akoni.danielsen@sanjoseca.go
v

¾ City of Milpitas, Planning 
Dept. 

http://www.ci.milpitas
.ca.gov/citydept/plann

ing/default.htm  
 (408) 

586-3279 webmaster@ci.milpitas.ca.gov 

¾ Santa Clara Valley Urban 
Runoff Pollution Prevention 
Program 

http://www.scvurppp-
w2k.com/default.htm Jill Bicknell (800) 

794-2482 jcbicknell@eoainc.com

¾ Santa Clara County, Planning 
Dept. 

http://www.sccplanni
ng.org/planning/

Michael 
Lopez  

(408) 
299-5772 

Michael.Lopez@pln.sccgov.or
g

¾ San Francisco Bay 
Conservation and 
Development Commission 

http://www.bcdc.ca.g
ov  Lindy Lowe (415) 

352-3642 lindyl@bcdc.ca.gov  

¾ Calif. Coastal Commission, 
Water Quality Unit 

http://www.coastal.ca.
gov/nps/npsndx.html 

Lisa 
Sniderman 

(415) 904-
5270 lsniderman@coastal.ca.gov

¾ San Francisco Bay Regional 
Water Quality Control Board 

http://www.waterboard
s.ca.gov/sanfranciscob

ay/

Susan 
Gladstone 

(510)  
622-2352 sgladstone@waterboards.ca.gov 

¾ State Water Resources 
Control Board 

http://www.waterboard
s.ca.gov/ Heidi Hall (916)  

323-2871 hhall@waterboards.ca.gov  

¾ California Coastal 
Conservancy 

http://www.coastalcon
servancy.ca.gov/ 

Nadine 
Hitchcock  

(510)  
286-4176 nhitchcock@scc.ca.gov 

¾ Calif. Dept. of Fish & Game, 
Region 3 

http://www.dfg.ca.gov
/

Gail 
Seymour 

(707)   
944-5500 gseymour@dfg.ca.gov

¾ Calif. State Parks http://www.parks.ca.g
ov/ 

Jeannine 
Koshear 

(831) 
623-0610 jkosh@parks.ca.gov 
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