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The NOAA National Marine
Sanctuary Program and California
Resources Agency have partnered to
raise ocean awareness in California
by launching the statewide Thank
You Ocean Public Awareness
Campaign. 

The campaign is a grassroots effort
supported by the California Ocean
Communicators Alliance, a growing
group of more than 100 ocean relat-
ed organizations, agencies, and busi-
nesses in California. The Alliance
was formed when NOAA, the State
of California, and aquaria partners
gathered ocean communicators from
across the state for workshops that
involved developing common ocean
messages for California.

The Thank You Ocean website calls
attention to the ocean as a vital
resource and highlights the five
things you can do to thank the
ocean: 

Þ Learn about the Ocean
ß Experience the Ocean
à Respect the Ocean
Þ Choose the Ocean
ß Make a Difference 

Continued on back cover

The ocean takes care of us.  Let's return the favor.

A California Clean Boating Network Publication Presented by the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Foundation, 
California Coastal Commission, the State Water Resources Control Board, and the California Bay Delta Program 
in cooperation with the California Department of Boating and Waterways and the California Integrated Waste Management Board
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The Bilge Pad Exchange Program
at Del Rey Fuels in Marina del
Rey is up and running!

Boaters can now pick up new
absorbent pads and recycle used
ones at the Marina del Rey fuel
dock.  Just ask the guys in the
Aloha shirts.

Part of the exchange program at
Del Rey Fuels and other Southern
California locations involves train-
ing and recruiting fuel dock staff
to be keepers of their local harbor-
waters.  Fuel dock staff hand out a
new pad to every interested cus-
tomer, along with a How to Use an
Oil Absorbent brochure. 

Every two months, CRI Recycling
Services Inc. picks up drums of
oily bilge pads and sends them to
the recycling plant.  CRI’s recy-
cling process has no wastewater
effluent, requires no landfilling of
any residual material, and has no
air emissions from the oil contami-
nants reclaimed.  The used oil is
reclaimed and refined and the
absorbents are recycled into new
absorbents.

Composed of polyethylene adsorp-
tive fibers designed to absorb fuel
and oil while “repelling” water,
boaters use these pads to catch
drips while fueling up and cleanup
spills during engine maintenance.

A pad in the bilge of the boat will
soak up any petroleum products
when bilge water, often contami-
nated with oil, diesel, and other
hazardous substances is pumped
overboard along with the water.
With the help of a bilge pad, only
clean water is pumped overboard
and not the oil.  What an easy way
to keep oil out of the water!

Absorbent pads can collect from
12 ounces to 1 gallon of oil.  On
average, absorbent pads placed in
the bilge can last up to six months.   

Meet the newest members of the Marina del Rey Bilge Pad Exchange
Program at Del Rey Fuels, Tony Velardez and Troy Litke.

Marina del Rey 
Bilge Pad Exchange
Relaunched

With the help of the fuel dock
staff at Del Rey Fuels, the
exchange program has collected
an estimated 217 gallons of oil.

In the coming
months, watch out for
special bilge pad
giveaway days.  Stop
by and get a boater
kit containing a new
bilge pad, a Southern
California Boater’s
Guide, and other
clean boating materi-
als.

Training and educational materials
are provided by the Santa Monica
Bay Restoration Foundation.

Contact Grace Lee at (213) 576-
6648 or glee@waterboards.ca.gov
for more information.



““MMaakkiinngg  tthhee  CCoonnnneeccttiioonn””
A Clean Boating Conference

SSaavvee  tthhee  DDaattee!!
MMaayy  1177  &&  1188,,  22000077
As the first quarter of 2007
comes to an end, Project-
GreenWorks is looking forward
to the upcoming boating season.
So, what is happening in the OC
this year? 

With Proposition 13 funding
from the State Water Resources
Control Board, Project
Greenworks will be hosting a
Clean Boating Conference on
May 17 & 18, 2007.  Along
with the USCG-A, California
Coastal Commission and many
other agencies, this two day
event will offer field trips to the
Upper Newport Bay & Bolsa
Chica Wetlands, a Dockwalker
Training seminar, as well as the
main Conference.  The event is
intended to promote “Making
the Connection” between those
working to protect our water-
ways (i.e., the agencies and
organizations) and both the boat-
ing businesses and recreational
boater. 
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The invasive Quagga mussel has
been discovered in California and
the public is being asked to help
prevent its spread.  A public toll-
free number, 1-866-440-9530, has
been established for boaters and
anyone involved with activities on
lakes and rivers seeking informa-
tion on the invasive and destruc-
tive Quagga mussels.  The toll-free
number is available Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

“With the discovery of the Quagga
mussel in California last month,
we are taking the necessary steps
statewide to prevent their spread
here,” said Secretary for Resources
Mike Chrisman. “It is critical that
we enlist the public’s help.  Once
the Quagga are established in a
waterway, they will have signifi-
cant environmental, recreational,
and economic impacts.”

Although they range from micro-
scopic to the size of a fingernail,
they are prolific and attach them-
selves to any hard surface. In the
Great Lakes area, Quagga mussels
have covered everything from boat
engines and steering equipment to
water transport facilities. They also
wreak havoc with the environment,
disrupting the natural food chain
and releasing toxins that affect
other species.  Spread of the
Quagga could result in millions of
dollars in damage to water trans-
port facilities.  

Boats are the primary transporters
of Quagga mussels. All boaters
and anyone connected to freshwa-
ter aquatic environments should
take the following steps to inhibit
the spread of the Quagga mussel:

DThoroughly wash the hull of
each watercraft once it is out of
the water, removing all plants
and animal material

DDrain any water through the
vessel’s hull plug, and ensure
the area is dry

DEnsure the vessel’s lower out-
board unit is drained and dry

DClean and dry any live-well
aboard the vessel

DEmpty and dry any buckets

DAny vessel traveling from Lake
Mead or the Colorado River
should remain dry and out of
water for five days

DDispose of all bait in the trash

PPuubblliicc  AAsskkeedd  ttoo  HHeellpp  HHaalltt  SSpprreeaadd  ooff  QQuuaaggggaa  MMuusssseell

QQuuaaggggaa  MMuusssseellss  ffoouunndd  iinn  LLaakkee  MMeeaadd

Quagga Mussel: actual size is 20 mm

For more info go to: www.dfg.ca.gov/quaggamussel





safely dispose of it at a designated waste disposal site.
After meetings with the EPA, Coast Guard, Fish and
Game, and the Local Sheriff we looked for, and soon
found, a boat: the Waste Knot

We decided to call our new business Septic Brothers
Marine Pump Out Service and we are based out of
Village West Marina in Stockton. We serve boaters both
at anchor and in their slips from Discovery Bay to
Antioch and from Stockton to Walnut Grove. Our service
will be offered from dawn to dusk Monday through
Saturday with emergency service on Sunday as required.

Thus far we have donated money to the Discover the
Delta Foundation and attended multi institutional meet-
ings on the effect of boaters on the environment of Delta.
We intend to involve ourselves in all issues involving the
cleanup and use of the Delta. If there is a message we
would like to promote it would have to be: Help us help
the Delta! PUMPOUT at a designated site or call the
Septic Brothers to help you, but please do not dump waste
in our beautiful Delta.

SEPTICSEPTIC BROTHERS:BROTHERS: Sewage Pump-Out BrSewage Pump-Out Brought to ought to YYouou
DELDELTTAA DESTINADESTINATIONTION SERIESSERIES

News from the Delta Chapter

By DENNIS VANONI

The Septic Brothers Marine Pump Out Service start-
ed with two guys from different backgrounds,
Thornell Washington and Dennis Vanoni. Thornell
was born a native to the Stockton area and is still
working in the public transportation industry. Dennis
is now retired from the aerospace industry after over
thirty years. They have a common bond, however:
the waterways of the Sacramento Delta.  

They first met when Thornell purchased a PWC
from Dennis. The two completed the sale of the
watercraft over lunch with their wives one spring
day on board Got Wine, Dennis’s houseboat.
Thornell and his wife Carla and Dennis and Dianna
talked about the problems that had arisen on the
Delta since they began visiting it.  Dennis and
Thornell found that they had between them over 50
years of experience on the Delta. Thoughts turned to
the common idea shared by Dennis and Thornell
that septic waste was a problem in the degradation
of the environmental condition of the Delta.

The answer to these concerns for the Delta seemed
simple; we needed a boat that could, as our slogan
says, "Bring it to you." Our focus turned to finding a
solution that would work for us as partners in a busi-
ness that would work for us as partners in a business
designed to collect septic waste from boaters and

For more information please visit www.septicbrothers.com or call 209-329-0768 or 209-329-7771

The Delta Chapter is implemented with the support of:
Contra Costa, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Solano, and Yolo
Counties; City of Stockton; California Coastal
Commission; and Department of Boating and Waterways



Go to: 

www.thankyouocean.org

for Thank You Ocean mate-
rials to wear, put on your

boat, your car, or
your wall.

The Changing Tide
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Participate in the Thank You Ocean Campaign

Join the California Ocean Communicators Alliance

santa monica bay restoration foundation
320 w. 4th street, ste 200
los angeles, ca 90013

The Alliance would like to invite communicators in the boating
community and the marina industry to join the network of profes-
sionals who are creating a strong voice for the ocean in California. 

If you are interested in becoming a part of the Alliance and the
Thank You Ocean Campaign, please contact Columbine Culberg at
(805) 963-3238 ext 10,  Columbine.Culberg@noaa.gov or Sarah
Marquis at (949) 222-2212, marquispr@earthlink.net.

Help Spread the MessageHelp Spread the Message


