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Volunteer Spotlight on Girl Scout Troop 1181, Sacramento, CA

This was the year for Girl Scout
troop 1181 to earn their bronze
award, the highest award Girl
Scouts can earn at the Junior
level. The focus of a bronze
award is a community service
project that the troop can work
on collectively. It consists of a
minimum of 15 hours work,
divided between the service
work itself, and preparation and
planning.

The girls worked in small groups
to come up with general ideas
for their service project. The
ideas ranged from attending to
the elderly in nursing homes, to
working with disadvantaged
children, to helping the
homeless, to various
environmental projects. Ina
vote among the girls the idea of
an environmental service project
won. The idea was further
refined to an environmental
stewardship project, and ultimately, through discussions with the American River Parkway Foundation staff, to the weed
eradication project.
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The girls next researched native and non-native plants and animals along the American River Parkway. They developed
a brochure, directed toward homeowners living adjacent to the parkway, discussing the importance of planting native
species in private yards and gardens. They also created two posters — one showing a vision of the American River
Parkway in the future if nothing is done to eradicate invasive species, and another depicting the future parkway in a more
natural state. The girls are in the process of bringing the posters to the different grade levels at their elementary school to
share their knowledge of the importance of native communities.

Finally, the girls went out along the parkway on four different occasions to pull the non-native and highly invasive Spanish
broom (Spartium junceum). Despite the demanding labor and often less than friendly environment — rattlesnakes and
poison oak — the girls thoroughly enjoyed the work, and especially knowing that their efforts were helping the native
communities along the river thrive.

See the brochure Girl Scout Troop 1181 developed below.
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