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Top Ten Debris Items Collected 1989*-2015 
(* 1989 was the first year volunteers collected item-specific data) 

 Item Count Percentage 

1 Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters 7,142,712 36.74% 

2 Food Wrappers/Containers 2,005,160 10.31% 

3 Caps/Lids 1,678,678 8.63% 

4 Bags (plastic and paper) 1,493,299 7.68% 

5 Cups/Plates/Utensils 1,036,995 5.33% 

6 Straws/Stirrers 753,508 3.88% 

7 Glass Beverage Bottles 613,995 3.16% 

8 Plastic Beverage Bottles 490,904 2.53% 

9 Beverage Cans 465,259 2.39% 

10 Construction Material 338,429 1.74% 

 Totals 16,018,939 82.39% 

 
  



 
Amount of Trash Removed and People Participating 1985-2014 

 
Debris Volunteers 

 
Lbs/Volunteer 

1985 50,000  2,000  1985 25.00 
1986 120,000  3,000  1986 40.00 
1987 180,000  5,000  1987 36.00 
1988 200,000  5,700  1988 35.09 
1989 200,000  10,000  1989 20.00 
1990 300,000  16,000  1990 18.75 
1991 325,000  30,000  1991 10.83 
1992 381,000  39,196  1992 9.72 
1993 512,537  50,405  1993 10.17 
1994 565,501  40,743  1994 13.88 
1995 477,280  37,421  1995 12.75 
1996 657,381  41,346  1996 15.90 
1997 706,005  49,702  1997 14.20 
1998 789,145  50,182 1998 15.73 
1999 702,063  45,647 1999 15.38 
2000 732,404  43,179 2000 16.96 
2001 688,447  37,017 2001 18.60 
2002 861,089  45,958 2002 18.74 
2003 692,847  48,124 2003 14.40 
2004 912,147  50,753 2004 17.97 
2005 971,047 48,255 2005 20.12 
2006 944,885  50,375  2006 18.76 
2007 903,566  61,112  2007 14.79 
2008 1,658,819  73,461  2008 22.58 
2009 1,387,541  80,622  2009 17.21 
2010 1,226,814  82,504  2010 14.87 
2011 1,332,493  70,692  2011 18.85 
2012 769,607  65,544  2012 11.74 
2013 749,323 58,158 2013 12.88 
2014 1,190,065 66,844 2014 17.80 
2015 1,142,997 68,353 2015 17.00 

 


