CCA #76

San Elijo Lagoon

DESCRIPTION

The San Elijo Lagoon is a shallow-water estuary divided into three basins by
highways and railroad tracks, resulting in restricted tidal circulation. It is fed by a
77 square mile urban watershed with two main tributaries, Escondido Creek and
Orilla Creek, which pass through the cities of Escondido, San Marcos, Carlsbad,
Encinitas, and Solana Beach. The Lagoon receives polluted runoff from
agriculture, equestrian facilities, sediment from construction sites, and urban
runoff from developed areas. The Lagoon is experiencing impairments due to
excessive coliform bacteria, sediment, and nutrient loading from upstream

sources.

The coastal resources of the lagoon are included in the San Elijo Lagoon
Ecological Reserve (above the mean high tide line) and the San Elijo Lagoon State
Marine Park (below the mean high tide line). The Ecological Reserve
encompasses approximately 900 acres of diverse habitat with six plant
communities: coastal strand, salt marsh, freshwater marsh, riparian scrub, coastal

sage scrub, and mixed chaparral.

REASON FOR CCA IDENTIFICATION
The San Elijo Lagoon is a 2002 303(d)-listed impaired waterbody that flows into a Marine Protected Area (San

Elijo Lagoon State Marine Park).

POLLUTED RUNOFF CONDITIONS

Mouth of San Elijo Lagoon

(Copyright © 2005 Kenneth & Gabrielle
Adelman, California Coastal Records
Project).

For more photos, visit:
www.californiacoastline.org.
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http://www.californiacoastline.org/cgi-bin/image.cgi?image=200407620&mode=sequential&flags=0&year=2004

San Elijo Lagoon CCA

MAJOR EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT NPS MANAGEMENT MEASURES

a)

San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy

http://www.sanelijo.org/

| Doug Gibson

| (760) 436-3944

dg@sanelijo.org

> Non-profit citizens group formed in 1987 to assist in preserving, protecting, and enhancing the natural resources of
the San Elijo Lagoon Ecological Reserve. Funding has been designated (2005) to rebuild the visitors’ center.

REGULATORY/PLANNING JURISDICTIONS

. .. . http://www.ci.encinitas.
> %g};lgsfggcimtas, Public ca.us/Government/City | Phil Cotton 63(37-206)5 0 pubworks(@ci.encinitas.ca.us
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» City of Solana Beach, Public | http://www.ci.solana- Danny Kin (858) dkine(@cosb.or
Works Dept. beach.ca.us/engpub.cfm YR | 70-2477 :
. . http://www.sdcounty.ca.
» San Diego County, Public (858)
Works, Watershed Protection gov/dpw/watersheds/sto 694-2212 watersheds@sdcounty.ca.gov
rmwater.html
» Calif. Coastal Commission, http://www.coastal.ca.g Tracy (805)
Water Quality Unit ov/nps/npsndx.html Duffey 585-1809 tduffey@coastal.ca.gov
» San Diego Regional Water http://www.waterboards Bruce (858) |bposthumus@waterboards.ca.go
Quality Control Board .ca.gov/sandiego/ Posthumus | 467-2964 |v_
> State Water Resources \Ill/t t?;l/s/wovfs‘;zs‘lzﬁ:st;;fs%sg ?1 Connie (©16) csanderson@waterboards.ca.gov
Control Board, ASBSs E—— | Anderson |341-5280 A8
» California Coastal http://www.coastalcons (510)
Conservancy ervancy.ca.gov/ Mary Small 286-4181 msmall@scc.ca.gov
> Calif. Dept. of Fish & Game, | http:/www.dfg.ca.gov/ John (831) |.
Marine Region mrd/ Ugoretz | 649-2893 ugoretz@dfy.ca.gov
> Calif. State Parks, San Diego | http://www.parks.ca.go Darren (619) .
Coast District v/?page_id=662 Smith  |278-378s | dsmith@parks.ca.gov
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