CCA #32 Butano Creek

DESCRIPTION

With an extensively wooded upper watershed, willow-alder riparian corridors, and
a large estuarine marsh, this 80 square mile watershed supports one of the largest
remaining runs of steelhead within the San Francisco Bay region. It also
supported a large coho salmon run as recently as the late 1960s, although few if
any coho have returned to spawn in recent years. Pescadero Marsh is the largest
wetland habitat between San Francisco Bay and Elkhorn Slough.

The Pescadero-Butano Creek watershed is impaired by accelerated rates of erosion
and sedimentation believed to result from natural geologic and climatic processes
augmented by human land use practices. The largest anthropogenic sources of
sediment are believed to be active and abandoned roads on unstable slopes near
stream channels; and hillside gullies on agricultural and range lands in the lower
watershed, formed primarily as a result of hillside row-cropping in the 1930s.
Rapid and severe channel aggradation in Lower Butano Creek is causing frequent
and severe flooding in and around the Town of Pescadero.

REASON FOR CCA IDENTIFICATION

Little Butano Creek and Lake
Lucerne Reservoir

(Copyright © 2005 Kenneth & Gabrielle
Adelman, California Coastal Records
Project).

For more photos, visit:
www.californiacoastline.org.

Butano Creek is a 2002 303(d)-listed impaired waterbody that flows into a Marine Protected Area (Pescadero

Marsh Natural Preserve).

POLLUTED RUNOFF CONDITIONS

Top 5 Runoff Pollutants of Concern

2002 303(d)-Listed Other Pollutants of Concern Efforts to

Pollutants
TMDL Priority

(& Proposed
Completion if
available)

Address
Pollutants

(See next page)
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Unnamed Creeks e

Potential Sources of Pollutants in Coastal Waterbodies
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Butano Creek CCA

MAJOR EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT NPS MANAGEMENT MEASURES

a) | Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Water Quality

Protection Program

http://www.mbnms.nos.noaa.go
v/resourcepro/water-pro.html

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary | Chris Coburn ‘ (831) 420-1670

chris.coburn@noaa.gov

> Partnership of 25 federal, state, and local agencies, public and private groups dedicated to protecting and enhancing
water quality in the Sanctuary and its watersheds, using a collaborative approach involving key stakeholders.

b) | Agricultural Water Quality Protection Program (1999-current)

http:// www.cfbf.com/agalert/20
03/10 22 03 _4_aa.cfm

Coalition of Central Coast County Farm Tim Frahm

Bureaus; San Mateo County Farm Bureau

(650) 726-4485

timfrahm@hotmail.com

» Coalition to protect water quality in Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. Farmers and ranchers voluntarily
work to reduce pollution from soil management and runoff by adjusting land and water management techniques.
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary prepared a sediment assessment of Pescadero/Butano Creek watershed,
available on their website: http://www.mbnms.nos.noaa.gov/resourcepro/reports/sedrep/welcome.html.

¢) | Pescadero Creek Road Biotechnical Debris Catchment Project

WWW.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/de

partment/dpw/home
County of San Mateo, Department of Public | Ann Stillman (650) 599-1417 | astillman@co.sanmateo.ca.us
Works
» Need project description.
d) | Sediment Reduction Project http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/s

mc/department/esa/home/0,2151
.5556687 10575186.00.html#0t

herPlanning

County of San Mateo, Department of Parks
and Recreation Division

Sam Herzberg (650) 363-1823

sherzberg@co.sanmateo.ca.us

> County Parks conducted sediment assessment of Pescadero Park complex; 72 miles of roads and trails were
evaluated and prioritized for sediment reduction (see website for report). Working with consultants to address
sediment problems to reduce flooding and fishery impacts in San Gregorio and Pescadero/Butano Creek watersheds.

e) ‘ Fisheries Enhancement and Water Supply Reliability Program

http://www.suscon.org/

Coastal Conservancy, and Sustainable Carolyn Remick (415) 977-0380
Conservation (SC) (SC), and Tim (510) 286-1015
Duff (Coastal
Conservancy)

cremick@suscon.org

tduff@scc.ca.gov

» Development of a permit roadmap for the construction and management of off-stream water storage ponds for
agricultural purposes and riparian enhancement in San Mateo County coastal streams.

f) ‘ San Gregorio Environmental Resource Center

http://www.sgerc.org/

Neil Panton | (650) 726-2499

sgerc(@sanmateo.or;

» Work through community education, monitoring, research, outreach, habitat preservation and restoration; citizen

water quality and flow monitoring

g) ‘ San Mateo County Resource Conservation District

http://www.sanmateorcd.org/

Renee Moldovan ‘ (650) 712-7755

smcred2@earthlink.net

» Promotes conservation of natural resources while maintaining the economic viability of region through the
development of land stewardship ethics that result in long-term sustainability of state's natural resources heritage.

h) ‘ Characterization, Monitoring, & BMPs in Pescadero Watershed

http://www.sanmateorcd.org/

San Mateo County Resource Conservation Christina Fischer

District

(650) 726-4660

smercd@earthlink.net
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» Project to include an initial watershed characterization followed by water quality monitoring. A selected sediment
reduction solution would be implemented and monitored for effectiveness.

REGULATORY/PLANNING JURISDICTIONS

» San Mateo Countywide

Stormwater Pollution http://www.flowstobay. B.O b (650) bobdavidsonl@yahoo.com
. org/ Davidson |363-4305
Prevention
http://www.co.sanmateo
» San Mateo County, Planning | .ca.us/smc/department/h Dave (650) dholbrook(@co.Sanmateo.ca.us
& Building Division ome/0,,5557771_55589 | Holbrook |363-1837 - =
29 10764316.00.html
http://www.co.sanmateo
> San Mateo County, Dept. of | .ca.us/smc/department/h Sam (650) | sherzbere(@co. sanmateo.ca.us
Parks & Recreation ome/0,,5556687 55577 | Herzberg |363-1823 : =
33,00.html
http://www.co.sanmateo
» County of San Mateo, .ca.us/smc/department/h Ken (650) krobinson(@co.sanmateo.ca.us
Environmental Health ealth/home/0,2242.,1954| Robinson |363-4720 : —
_36019.00.html
» San Mateo County WWW.C0.sanmateo.ca.us Gail Raabe (650) |smateoag(@co.sanmateo.ca.us
Agricultural Commissioner /agwm 363-4700 | SMateoAg@cdfa.ca.gov
» Calif. Coastal Commission, http://www.coastal.ca.g Lisa (415) Isniderman@coastal.ca.cov
Water Quality Unit ov/nps/npsndx.html Sniderman | 904-5270 C4.5
> San Francisco Bay Regional h(;[;loi/é:]\’/\;’azg\;?:if:?ofg ;| Carmen (510) cfewless@waterboards.ca.gov
Water Quality Control Board | - -£ / Y1 Fewless |622-2316 C2.8
> State Water Resources http://www.waterboards 1 (916)
Control Board ca.80v/ Heidi Hall 3232871 hhall@waterboards.ca.gov
> State Water Resources B/t ttl);/s/vt)vfs‘;‘gsﬁrrlcsl;:el(:sisg (1)1 Connie (°16) csanderson@waterboards.ca.gov
Control Board, ASBSs DASP trrrl)l * Anderson |341-5280 -C2.8
» California Coastal http://www.coastalcons . . (510) .
Conservancy ervancy.ca.gov/ Terri Nevins 286-4161 tnevins@sce.ca.gov
. . Laura
> Calif. Dept. of Fish & Game, | http:/www.dfg.ca.gov/ (707) .
Marine Region mrd/index.html Rogers- 875-2035 rogersbennett@uedavis.edu
Bennett
» Calif. State Parks, Santa Cruz | http://www.santacruzsta Joanne (650) kerb@parks.ca.cov
District teparks.org/index.php Kerbavaz |726-8805 | X< DATXS.Ca.80
> NOAA, Monterey Bay http://www.mbnms.nos. Lisa lisa.emanuelson@noaa.gov
National Marine Sanctuary noaa.gov/ Emanuelson * -2
> National P ark SCWICG’. Golden http://www.nps.gov/gog Nancy (415) |nancy_hornor@nps.gov
Gate National Recreation )
a/ Hornor | 561-4937 | GOGA_planning@nps.gov
Area
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