
CCA #51   San Luis Obispo Creek 

DESCRIPTION  
San Luis Obispo Creek flows through both rural and urban areas, meandering 
underground through the city of San Luis Obispo, becoming visible at Mission 
Plaza where it provides a scenic spot for city residents.  The creek and its tributaries 
provide important habitat for fish and wildlife (including threatened steelhead 
trout), water for agriculture, and recreational opportunities.   
 
These streams are vulnerable to degradation from many sources. The goals of 
watershed enhancement in this area are to improve water quality for fish, wildlife, 
agriculture, and recreational uses; repair historic damage to aquatic habitats and 
prevent future damage; improve in-stream habitats for southern steelhead trout (a 
threatened species); and educate the public about creek stewardship. 

San Luis Obispo Creek at       
Avila Beach 

(Copyright © 2005 Kenneth & 
Gabrielle Adelman, California Coastal 

Records Project). 
For more photos, visit: 

www.californiacoastline.org. 

 

REASON FOR CCA IDENTIFICATION    
The San Luis Obispo Creek was one of the original CCAs identified in 1995 as an impaired waterbody that flows 
into an estuary.   
 

POLLUTED RUNOFF CONDITIONS 
Top 5 Runoff Pollutants of Concern  

2002 303(d) Listed Pollutants  
TMDL Priority 

(& Proposed Completion if 
available) 

Other Pollutants of 
Concern

Efforts to 
Address 

Pollutants 
(See next page) 

Selected Coastal Zone 
Waterbodies 

Nutrients Pathogens Priority 
Organics

? ?  

San Luis Obispo Creek ▲ ▲ 
High 

( 2004) 

▲ 
High 

( 2004) 

▲ 
High 

( 2002) 

   

 Potential Sources of Pollutants in Coastal Waterbodies  
Agriculture ▲     a 
¾ Irrigated Crop Production ▲     c, d  
¾ Agricultural Storm Runoff ▲     a, b, c, d 

Forestry (Silviculture)       
Urban Areas      e 
¾ Urban Runoff/ Storm 

Sewers 
     b 

Marinas & Boating       
Hydromodification       
Wetlands & Riparian Areas      a 
Source Unknown  ▲ ▲   a, b 
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MAJOR EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT NPS MANAGEMENT MEASURES 
a) The Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County http://www.special-

places.org/index.html  
 Brian Stark (805) 544-9096 lc@special-places.org
¾ The Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County is a local land trust with the mission is to protect land having 

scenic, agricultural, habitat and cultural values. 
b) The SLO Creek Monitors http://www.special-

places.org/index.html  
 Brian Stark (805) 544-9096 monitors@special-places.org 

land-conservancy@slonet.org  
¾ The SLO Creek Monitors are local volunteers who test and track various water quality parameters throughout the 

San Luis Obispo Creek watershed; which includes San Luis Obispo Creek and it's tributary streams.  
c) University of California Cooperative Extension http://cesanluisobispo.ucdavis.e

du/  
 Bill Teitje (805) 781-5938 wdtietje@nature.berkeley.edu  
¾ In San Luis Obispo County our mission is to serve the County through the creation, development and application of 

knowledge in agriculture sustainability, natural resource conservation, and youth and family development. 
d) Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District http://www.fix.net/~mamcewen/

http://www.coastalrcd.org
 Malcolm McEwen (805) 772-4391 mamcewen@fix.net
¾ Projects on ground water conservation, monitoring nutrient input and sedimentation. 
e) The San Luis Creekside Restoration Project - Grades 4-6 

 
http://www.ci.san-luis-
obispo.ca.us/parksandrecreation
/download/creekbrochure.pdf  

 Ranger Service (805) 781-7302  
¾ Projects to improve creek habitat in urban setting using student help. 
 

REGULATORY/PLANNING JURISDICTIONS 
¾ County of San Luis Obispo, 

Environmental Health 
http://www.slopubliche

alth.org/index.html
Marina 
Michel 

(805) 
781-5544  

¾ Calif. Coastal Commission, 
Water Quality Unit 

http://www.coastal.ca.g
ov/nps/npsndx.html Ross Clark (831) 

427-4873 rclark@coastal.ca.gov

¾ Central Coast Regional Water 
Quality Control Board 

http://www.waterboards
.ca.gov/centralcoast/ 

Bill 
Hoffmann 

(805) 
772-3834 bhoffmann@waterboards.ca.gov  

¾ State Water Resources 
Control Board 

http://www.waterboards
.ca.gov/ 

Steve 
Fagundes 

(916) 
341-5487 sfagundes@waterboards.ca.gov 

¾ California Coastal 
Conservancy 

http://www.coastalcons
ervancy.ca.gov/ Terri Nevins (510) 

286-4161 tnevins@scc.ca.gov 

¾ Calif. Dept. of Fish & Game, 
Marine Region 

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/
mrd/mlpa/ 

Christine 
Pattison 

(805) 
772-0114 cpattison@dfg.ca.gov 
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