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July 10, 2015 
 

Via Electronic Mail and United States Mail 
 
Steve Kinsey, Chair 
Honorable Commissioners 
California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 91405 
 
California Coastal Commission 
c/o Sea-Level Rise Work Group 
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 

Re:   Comments to the Revised Draft Sea Level Rise Policy Guidance 
Document 

 
Dear Chair Kinsey and Honorable Members of the California Coastal Commission: 
 
This comment letter is provided to you on behalf of the City of Newport Beach. First, we 
wish to express our appreciation to the California Coastal Commission staff for their 
responses to the City’s February 13, 2014 comment letter and addressing many of the 
City’s concerns regarding the October 13, 2013 Public Review Draft of Sea Level Rise 
Guidance Document. The City also appreciates the opportunity to comment on the May 
15, 2015 Public Review Draft of Sea Level Rise Guidance Document. 
 
The threat of sea-level rise is of major importance to Newport Beach.  Although our land 
area is less than 24 square miles, we have over 45 miles of shoreline.  Using the “best 
available science on sea-level rise,” as ascribed by the Guidance Document, over 4,000 
properties could be subject to flooding in Newport Beach on the Balboa Peninsula, 
Balboa Island, and West Newport. Our shoreline communities, visitor-serving industry, 
world-class small-craft harbor, and natural habitats could potentially sustain damages 
costing billions of dollars to repair. 
 
For these reasons, the City has worked to prepare for sea-level rise.  In 2010, after a 
three-year-long study on sea-level rise, the City concluded that Balboa Island and Little 
Balboa Island may need additional protection. The City’s Tidelands Management 






