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CHAPTER 9 - Energy 

A.  Coastal Act Policy Framework 
With regard to energy, notwithstanding the fact that coastal-dependent industrial developments may 
have significant impacts on coastal resources, the Coastal Act provides for the siting and 
development of coastal dependent industrial uses, including energy related uses, to ensure that 
inland as well as coastal resources are preserved while ensuring orderly economic development 
within the state.1 Coastal-dependent developments are those which require a site on, or adjacent to 
the sea to be able to function at all.  Coastal-dependent industrial developments are given priority in 
the Coastal Act over other land uses, except agriculture, and are permitted reasonable long-term 
growth where consistent with Chapter 3 policies.  These developments are encouraged to locate and 
expand within existing sites.2  Location and expansion beyond an existing site are permitted only if 
alternative locations are infeasible or more environmentally damaging, to do otherwise would 
adversely affect the public welfare, and adverse impacts are mitigated to the maximum extent 
feasible.  New industrial development is to be located within or contiguous to existing developed 
areas able to accommodate it except that new hazardous industrial development is required to be 
located away from existing developed areas where feasible. 

Coastal Act Section 30262 requires consolidation of oil and gas facilities to the maximum extent 
feasible and legally permissible unless (a) consolidation will result in adverse environmental 
consequences and (b) it will not significantly reduce the number of wells, support facilities or sites 
required to produce the reservoir economically and with minimal environmental impacts.  Policies 
require protection against spillage of oil, gas, petroleum products and other hazardous materials.  
Coastal Act policies include specific criteria for siting new or expanded refineries or petrochemical 
facilities and thermal electric generating plants.  

B.  Monterey County Certified Local Coastal Program  
North County is the only planning area that has energy and other heavy industrial uses.  The major 
facilities are the Moss Landing Power Plant, owned and operated by Duke Energy of North America 
(DENA) and the adjacent electrical distribution complex, owned and operated by Pacific Gas and 
Electric (PG&E).  South of the power plant is the mostly abandoned National Refractories (formerly 
Kaiser) plant that has historically produced magnesia and refractory brick.  Policies specifically 
addressing these uses are found primarily in the North County Land Use Plan (see specifically 
Sections 4.3.6.F, 5.2.A, and 5.5); relevant energy policies are paraphrased on pages 209 and 216 of 
Appendix A. 

                                                 
1 California Public Resources Code Sections 30001.2; 30263-30264, 30413, 30232, 30250, 30222, 30233 (a)(1), 30235, and 30254. 
2 California Public Resources Code Sections 30255, 30260, 30262, and 30263. 
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C.  Local Coastal Program Implementation Issues 
Coastal Commission staff review and analysis of local coastal development permits through the 
post-certification monitoring process and the Periodic Review, as well as evaluation of the certified 
LCP and public comments during Issue Scoping revealed some specific concerns with provisions for 
energy and other industrial facilities. LCP references to the PG&E power plant are outdated (Issue 
EN-1: Duke Energy). Recommendations are made on page 209 of Appendix A to reflect the change 
in ownership to Duke energy North America (DENA).  The policies for oil and gas leases are 
adequate, but the corresponding zoning is somewhat ambiguous (Issue EN-2: Oil and Gas Leases).  
Recommendations are made on pages 210-211 of Appendix A to clarify provisions against such 
leases in Sanctuary waters.  LCP provisions regarding federal activities are generally consistent with 
federal law and the Granite Rock court case, but were written prior to the final court decision. (Issue 
EN-3: Granite Rock) Recommendations are thus made on pages 212-215 of Appendix A to ensure 
all references to federal activity are included in the LCP and are consistent with the final court 
decision.3  Finally, policies for large industrial facilities were found lacking only as to an overall 
development plan requirement. (Issue EN-4: Energy and Industrial Facilities). Recommendations 
are thus made on pages 216-217 of Appendix A to add such a policy, consistent with County Code 
provisions. 

                                                 
3 California Coastal Commission v. Granite Rock Company   480 U.S. 572 (1987).   



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [1440.000 900.000]
>> setpagedevice


