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Coastal Steward Tip 
 

“Oil Spills: What Can I Do?” 

 
Environmental crises, such as the recent Gulf Oil Spill motivates many of us to want to do 
something to help prevent future spills. But don’t wait for the next catastrophe. Regardless of 
where you are, your personal actions can have a positive impact on our coastal environment.  
Doing a shoreline cleanup helps to keep trash out of the ocean. Marine debris becomes 
hazardous material if it comes into contact with oil, and it can cause serious injury to wildlife 
through entanglement and ingestion. Taking steps to use less energy helps prevent future oil 
spills by reducing our dependence on oil.  Did you know that you can reduce your energy use not 
only by doing things like taking public transportation and line drying your clothes, but also by 
conserving water and by reducing your consumption of disposable products (Reduce and 
Reuse!).  And, of course, you can educate yourself about coastal issues and share your concerns 
with elected officials and corporations.    
 
Please visit our website at http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/steward/pledge_form.html to learn 
more actions that protect the coast and ocean, and to take the Coastal Stewardship Pledge.  We 
also have a special pledge for Coastal Steward Classrooms, 
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/steward/class.html.  
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